Sex & Relationships: PSY 320/ HMSX 320

Dr. Jeff LeRoux


Attachment 

Monday, March 10,2003
Research begins in childhood through adulthood.

Mary Ainsworth developed the “Strange Situation”.

A “Strange Situation” is a square room that researchers use for kids. 

The room has an area with toys and kids are told to go over to the toy area and play with toys.

Parents or caregiver leaves the room and a stranger enters, then the parent or caregiver re-enters the room.

Mary Ainsworth developed three different patterns when kids are put in the “Strange Situation”:

1) Anxiety Actively-avoidant parents or caregivers

2) Secure Base – expected pattern- parents or caregiver is secure base

3) Anxiety Ambivalent – child very clingy

Classification in “Strange Situation” is very reliable.

Nine months after being tested in “Strange Situation” 70% of the kids are still the same.  But when there was a change it was due to a dramatic change in child’s life.

Example: parent started drinking alcohol heavily

Ambivalent to Secure- a positive change in child environment.

Example: parent stops drinking

Teachers like the B kids better.

Teachers tend to take special care of C kids and make special cases of them.

Teachers don’t like A kids.

